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term health of the industry, scallop 
fishing had to be further curtailed, but 
doing so would impose significant addi-
tional burdens on hardworking Maine 
fishermen. Like many entrepreneurs, 
Ms. Brawn developed a creative plan to 
help address a serious problem, and 
acted upon it. 

In order to help smaller scale scallop 
fishermen support themselves and their 
families as industry output declined, 
she founded a company to sell their 
scallops at more lucrative prices by 
leveraging the unique quality of their 
freshly caught product. Many dining 
establishments purchase scallops har-
vested by large vessels that spend sig-
nificant periods of time at sea before 
returning to port. These scallops are 
certainly of high quality, but they are 
not as fresh as those harvested by 
smaller boats that return to port daily. 
By marketing the scallops caught by 
fishermen who conduct day-long trips, 
and delivering them within 24 hours of 
their being harvested, Maine Dayboat 
Scallops has succeeded in providing 
local establishments with a fresher 
product, and increasing the profit mar-
gins of the fishermen with whom it 
does business. 

Maine Dayboat Scallops and Ms. 
Brawn exemplify the unique effects 
that small businesses have on Maine’s 
economy. At a time when our Nation 
faces significant economic challenges, 
it is inspiring to know that entre-
preneurs such as Ms. Brawn continue 
to draw upon their experience, inge-
nuity, and energy to develop new busi-
nesses that operate to increase the 
profitability of some of our most cru-
cial and challenged industries. I ap-
plaud Ms. Brawn and offer Maine 
Dayboat Scallops my best regards for 
their future success.∑ 

f 

PIERPONT, SOUTH DAKOTA 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Pierpont, SD. The town of 
Pierpont will commemorate the 125th 
anniversary of its founding this year. 

The town was founded in 1887 when 
the Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul 
Railroad Company was persuaded by 
area farmers to build a side track to 
what is now Pierpont. Though much 
has changed since 1887, Pierpont still 
relies heavily on agriculture, and area 
farmers remain a driving force in the 
community and economy. 

Located in Day County, Pierpont has 
a very proud history and heritage. 
However, Pierpont residents are also 
always looking forward and trying to 
better their community for future gen-
erations. They have a reputation for 
organizing new events to draw visitors 
to the Pierpont area. This creative and 
hard-working spirit is certainly some-
thing that should make the entire 
town proud. 

The citizens of Pierpont are also in-
credibly dedicated and devoted to their 
families, friends, neighbors, and any-
one just passing through. They are al-
ways ready to lend a hand, a welcome 

smile, and help out whenever a need 
arises. This spirit of stewardship 
makes it easy to see why so many will 
be attending Pierpont’s 125th anniver-
sary celebration this July. 

Pierpont has been a tight-knit com-
munity for the past 125 years, and I am 
confident that it will continue to serve 
as an example of South Dakota values 
and traditions. I would like to offer my 
congratulations to the citizens of 
Pierpont on this landmark occasion 
and wish them continued prosperity in 
the years to come.∑ 
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75TH ANNIVERSARY OF REPTILE 
GARDENS 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Reptile Gardens in Rapid 
City, SD and congratulate the men and 
women who have educated the public 
about wildlife in the State for 75 years 
with the world’s largest reptile zoo. 
Reptile Gardens was founded in 1937 by 
Earl Brockelsby, a man renowned for 
his love and passion for reptiles. 

Since its inception, Reptile Gardens 
has drawn tourists from across the 
Midwest and the Nation and enter-
tained many with alligator wrestling, 
exotic bird shows, and snake shows. 
Reptile Gardens houses many rare spe-
cies of reptiles and amphibians. 
Through 75 years of business, Reptile 
Gardens has seen its Sky Dome set on 
fire, a flood in 1977 and dwindling num-
bers due to World War II, and has over-
come these obstacles through the 
strength and determination of its em-
ployees. 

I would like to commend the men and 
women at Reptile Gardens for pro-
viding the State with 75 years of edu-
cation and entertainment.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING MICHAEL P. JOLIN 

∑ Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, 
earlier this month the Rhode Island 
Bar Association honored CPT Michael 
P. Jolin, Esq., with its Victoria M. 
Almeida Servant Leader Award. I am 
proud to join in congratulating Mike 
for this well-deserved distinction. 

Mike Jolin has served his country 
and the people of Rhode Island with 
competence, courage, and compassion 
throughout his career. When I was 
Rhode Island attorney general, I ap-
pointed Mike as special assistant attor-
ney general. He went on to serve as the 
deputy chief of Legal Services for the 
Rhode Island Department of Business 
Regulation. In both roles he performed 
admirably, upholding the laws of our 
State and protecting our citizens. 

Meanwhile, Mike worked with neigh-
bors and local officials in Pawtucket to 
maintain standards in the city’s rental 
properties and protect tenants’ rights 
as chair of the Pawtucket Nuisance 
Task Force, and to promote broadly 
shared economic empowerment for the 
residents of the Woodlawn neighbor-
hood as a member of the board of the 
Woodlawn Community Development 
Corporation. He also served ably on the 

board of City Arts, helping to bring art 
education to the children of Provi-
dence. 

In the U.S. Army Reserve and Rhode 
Island National Guard, Mike served as 
a judge advocate, performing critical 
legal, administrative, ethical, and reg-
ulatory operations and analysis. He 
was responsible for the creation of the 
Rhode Island National Guard’s first 
full-time legal assistance program as 
well as the Rhode Island Bar Associa-
tion’s U.S. Armed Forces Legal 
Project. These two programs have pro-
vided high-quality and often free legal 
services to hundreds of Rhode Island 
service men and women, veterans and 
their families. 

Even after deploying to Afghanistan 
in support of Operation Enduring Free-
dom with Combined Joint Interagency 
Task Force 435, Mike remained closely 
involved with the Armed Forces Legal 
Project, working from abroad to help 
address the unmet legal needs of Rhode 
Island’s military women and men. 

Now back on American soil, Mike 
continues to serve Rhode Island, con-
ducting outreach to the veteran and 
military communities in my Rhode Is-
land office and helping constituents 
connect with resources of the federal 
government. 

The creed of one of our Armed 
Forces’ special operations units says, 
‘‘I do not advertise the nature of my 
work, nor seek recognition for my ac-
tions.’’ Mike’s work exemplifies this 
spirit, demonstrating the under-
standing that mission success abso-
lutely depends on the individual suc-
cesses of those around him. 

On behalf of all the staff in my Provi-
dence and Washington offices, I com-
mend CPT Michael P. Jolin, Esq.—in 
the words of the Victoria M. Almeida 
Servant Leader Award citation—for his 
clear demonstration of ‘‘the principles 
and values of servant leadership’’ and 
for being ‘‘a beacon of light and hope to 
others by illuminating the path to 
greater justice for all.’’ We are lucky 
to have him as part of our team—as are 
the people of Rhode Island.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Thomas, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 12:32 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
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